
 
 
 

Guidelines for Collecting Soil for Bench-scale Tests 

 

Sample Requirements 

 Sample requirements are included in PRIMA's proposal.  If drilling, see chart on 
page 2 for the number of cores required. 

 If soil contains many particles greater than about 1/4", provide additional soil 
since larger particles will be removed.   

Sample containers 

 Soil collected via drilling may be kept in sleeves/cores.   Maximum length is 12 
inches.   

 If soil is not in cores, store in wide-mouth glass soil jars with minimum 
headspace.  DO NOT use "wide-mouth" amber bottles--they are difficult to pack 
and even harder to empty.  Baggies may be used if the constituents of concern 
are metals. 

 If collecting for AVS, WAS-Fe, SAS-Fe, CrES, or Bioavailable Iron, minimize 
exposure to oxygen by keeping soil in cores or allowing dry ice to evaporate in 
the soil jar (to displace oxygen) prior to filling the jar.  Fill jars completely.  Do 
NOT use plastic bags.    

Hold Time 

 There is no official hold time for soils undergoing treatability testing.  However 
if soil is kept sealed, cold, and in the dark, a hold time of 30-60 days is unlikely to 
affect data quality.   Contact PRIMA for project-specific guidelines. 

Shipping 

 Ship on ice via overnight delivery.  PRIMA does not receive on Saturdays.   
 Include a chain of custody.   
 Contact PRIMA if shipping samples from outside the continental United States. 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

Guidelines for Collecting Soil for Bench-scale Tests 

(continued) 

 

 

 

Approximate # of 6 inch long cores

1 inch diameter 1.5 inch diameter 2 inch diameter

1 7 3 2

2 13 6 3

3 20 9 5

4 27 12 7

5 33 15 8

6 40 18 10

7 47 21 12

8 53 24 13

9 60 27 15

10 67 30 17

12 80 36 20

15 100 44 25

approx soil per core, kg 0.15 0.34 0.6

Required Soil Mass, 

kg


